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The sound makes the difference.

BRIULAPYTVAT LERHAS T LA 80O PCBICHG,
BAZE=-H—BRICLD, BhESHO /R EHEMS,
B A built-in independent amp  #ETE WIIIx DI040 Hism

The size makes the difference.

BEECDED, BHTHENZUDAL LRET,
BEREES( FOAEERT, IF (T I -LIL(E%N.
B The slim, space-saving 600 #E33 WHOxDE%xHI%0m

Ty

[

I

m

system meeting the PCB [DMen- s zr5ov3vac s mm design fits easily into  {Diven #42h5023788 -
stereo specifications. 5 B 10 —_—— any venue, 1 e -
M Creates a powerful sound : B Thebig, 25-inch, high-resaiu- ' _;.l_

ACTIOV /1w
environment with four (Wattage)

tion screen brings ekciting EJ?GW*'HEW
mounted speakers. P

game action to the players.

HIMEIFELELERT DI ENBDET, © 1892 SAMMY

-.M.-
g " it

PEa—ZANREFE TI170 BB SXEHR-23-2
SAMMY INDUSTRIES CO.,LTD. AMUSEMENT GAME DEPT. OFFICE : 2-23-2, HIGASIHKEBUKURO, TOSHIMA-KU TOKYO 170 JAPAN TEL : 03-5850-3780 FAX : 03-5850-3761
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Overseas Readers Column

Namco Purchases
Brent Leisure, UK

Masaya Nakamura, president of
Namco Ltd., Tokyo, announced that on
August 31, Namco reached a basic
agreement with Brent Walker Leisure
Lid.., London, a subsidiary of Brent
Walker Group PLC., London, on
Namco's purchase of the manufacture
and sales divisions of Brent Walker
Leisure.

According to the agreement, Namco
will establish a local subsidiary which
will take over the company name, pre-
mises and manufacture and sales divi-
sions of Brent Walker Leisure. Brent
Walker Leisure, after becoming
Namco's subsidiary, will serve as
Namco's manufacturing and sales base
in Europe. Apart from this, Namco set
up another subsidiary Namco Europe
Ltd.. London, in February, this year.
Although a combined management
strategy of Namco Europe and Brent
Leisure has not been announced vyet, it
will be revealed after completion of the
purchase procedures.

Japan's First
Suspended
Roller Coaster

Japan's first suspended roller coaster
has been introduced to the amusement
park “Tokyo Summer Land™ which is
managed by Tokyo Summer Land Ltd.
It was named “Hayabusa™ and went
into operation on July 2:

The suspended roller coaster 1s a
product of Arrow Dynamics Inc., UT,
USA. It was imported and installed by
Kawasho Corp., Tokyo, and is oper-
ated by KC Amusement, a joint ven-
ture between Kawasho and Taps Inc.,
Osaka, with Tokyo Summer Land's
PErmission.

A suspended roller coaster 1s a thrill
ride already operated at 4 locations in
the USA, including “Ninja” at Magic
Mountain, CA, and one each at loca-
tions in the U.K. and Canada. It con-
sists of capsules suspended below pipe
rails running at high speed. At Tokyo
Summer Land, it has become one of
the major attractions, together with
“Free Fall™.

Editor: Masumi Akagi

Amusement Press, Inc.
18-2, Doyamacho, Kita-ku,
Osaka, 530 Japan
faxphone (81) 6-314-3821

© 1992 Amusement Press, Inc.

Namco may have been attracted by
Brent Leisure's video games assembly
factory and popularity of the name
“Brent Leisure”. Brent Leisure is one
of the leading distributors in the U.K.,
side by side with Deith Leisure and
Electrocoin, and officially it 1s one of
Brent Walker Automatics divisions.
Brent Walker Automatics comprises
Brent Leisure which is engaged in the
manufacture and marketing of gaming
machines called AWP and coin-op
amusement videos, and Brent Leisure
Service which undertakes operations.
The latter is not covered by the current
purchase.

Since November 1990 management
of the parent Brent Walker Group has
deteriorated and the company is en-
deavoring to reconstruct itself sup-
ported by 47 banks from all over the
world, including Japan. Additionally,
David Coren, after many years' service,

resigned office in January this year, due
to suspicion of unfair practices. It is a
combination of all these factors that
probably lead to Brent Walker Group
signing the current purchase agreement.

Namco's Nakamura said: “The
proposed acquition will help to con-
solidate Namco's position as a world
leader in the amusement machine
business, while helping to satisfy the
Brent Walker Group's objective of di-
vesting itself of its non-core business.”™

Masaya Nakamura, president of Namco
Ltd., and Nicholas Ward, managing
director of Brent Walker Group PLC.,
who agreed on Namco's acquisition of
Brent Leisure.

Few Hot Products

At JAMMA

At this yvear's JAMMA Show (Aug.
27~29) which was held in three spa-
cious halls of Makuhart Messe. many
exhibitors unveiled a wide range of
products making the show very varied.
However, there are in fact only a few
hit videos in Japan such as *Street
Fighter 1I: CE” and “World Heroes”.
Few games unveiled at the show are
likely to be a hit.- Therefore, the show
was not regarded a complete success.

According to JAMMA, the number
of visitors was 10,561 on the first day
(9,460 last year) and 7,439 (5,278 last
year) on the second day, totaling 18,000
(14,738 last year), up 22% over last
vear. It 1s, however, estimated that
many of them were employees of ma-
jor manufacturer/operator companies
such as Taito, Sega and Namco. (A
number of exhibitor companies put up
a warning “Our leaflets are not intended
for employees of manufacturers!™) It
is thought that, since the show was held
in the summer amusement season,
many local operators did not attend.
Although the number of overseas
tradesters also decreased, no statistical
data is currently available.

The exhibits ranged widely from
amusement videos, arcade games and
kiddie rides to so-called medal games,
home videos, karaoke and other related
products. The current show differed
from conventional shows Iin that so-
called medal games, that is, gaming
machines, were exhibited by many
companies. “Games which can be used
for gambling at any time” such as video
poker and video slot machines were

'92, Chiba

exhibited by Able, Capcom, Jaleco.
Konami. Namco. Sega, Sigma, Taito
and Tecmo.

Meanwhile, few amusement video
games, whether dedicated or PCB Kit,
stood out. It 1s true that Sega's com-
puter graphics (CG) video “Virtua
Racing” and SNK's new software “Art
of Fighting” for “NEO+GEO” drew
hot attention, since they had been fa-
vorably reviewed before the show.

RYBERF=a2—X

Apart from them, only Konami's gun
game “Lethal Enforcers” (to be shipped
in the USA market earlier than in Ja-
pan) was highly rated at the show.

New amusement videos exhibited
at the show are as follows: Banpresto
unveiled the space shooting game

“Macros”. Capcom unveiled unlv one
new video “Dynasty Wars II”. Data
East exhibited the gun game “Dragon
Gun”, “Diet Go Go” and “The Great
Ragtime Show”. Irem exhibited
“Hook™ and “"Major Title 27,

Jaleco's exhibits were “Wild Pilot™
prototype, and the kit games
“Soldam”,*Big Stricker” and *“Quiz
Combat”. In addition to “Lethal En-
forcers™ intended for the USA, Konami
unveilled the action game “Bucky
O'Hare”, “Premium Soccer™ and Atari
Games' “Guardians of the Hood™.

Namco exhibited the driving game
“Final Lap 37, baseball game “Super
World Stadium '92 — special version”,
space shooting game “F/A” (Fighter &
Attacker) and comical action game
“Excalibur”. Namco also unvelled a
mini version of “Galaxian 3™ and “Sim
Drive” which features computer
graphic technology.

Sammy Industry exhibited Kaneko's
new kit video “Mt. Fuji Busters™ and
“Bakuretsu Breaker”. Sega exhibited
“Virtua Racing”, “Holoseum™, “Golden
Axe Il — Revenge of Death Adder”and
simulator “AS-1". Since development
of “"AS-1" has been completed, 1t will
be shipped in the near future. It is not
a video game. Apart from the new
software “Art of Fighting”, SNK did
not unveil any other new titles for
“NEO-GEO”, but is reportedly devel-
oping “Fatal Fury 11",

Taito exhibited the 2-player gun
games “Gun Buster” and “"Ring Rage’™.
Tecmo unveiled Allumer's *Zing Zing
Zap’,

In the pinball category, Data East
exhibited “Lethal Weapon 3", while
Taito disclosed one unit each of
Premier's “Super Mario Bros.”,
Midway's “Black Rose”, and Williams'
“Fish Tails™.
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