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Regulars

The biggest scoops since Madonna took her
kecks off. News from the UK, Japan and the
States, plus a special report on the hatchin’
Japanese Theme Park, Wonder Eggs.

Sadly not a hanky-panky porno section, but
a highly suggestive title to induce you to read
the Sega Zone Letters Page.

Your chance to meet the resident Sega Zone
critics — those highly trained experts who sort
the wheat from the chaff.

More joysticks than you could build a boat
with. Yes, those kind folks at Konix are simply
giving away over 100 wibbling wonders and
some rather natty Game Gear battery packs.

Go Indiana Jones loopy as US Gold gives you
the chance to sport the Harrison Ford look
yourself. Runners-up get a better deal with 10
dead cow bum bags up for grabs.

Totally crap at games? Embarrassed to take on
your chums? Then take a gander at Skill Zone,
the only way to clock up a high score without
becoming a techy bore.

Want to sell your Peruvian nose flute, swop
some software or announce your Billy Ray
Cyrus fanzine? Then what are you waiting for?
Turn to the free ads on page 89.

Whatdd’ya mean, you missed
the first issue of Sega Zone?
(And the fab boomerang. Ed.)
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Well you can order it now and back £ =™ %
issues of our old man, Game ‘fi

Zone, while stocks last.

What on earth’s all this NFI business, you may
well ask? Stone us if we understand it - it's a
load of crap sent in by you reader-type people.

Do you have an uncontrollable and
inexplicable fear of newsagents? If you have,
why not bypass them completely by taking
out a Sega Zone subscription and receiving a
free gift to boot.

Reviews

Sega/Game Gear

Sega/Mega Drive

US Gold/Game Gear

Domark/Mega Drive

Sega/Mega Drive

Sega/Mega Drive

Sega/Master System

Electronic Arts/Mega Drive

Sega/ Master System
Domark/Master System

Electronic Arts/Mega Drive

Electronic Arts/Mega Drive
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elcome once again to the Sega Zone news

pages. For the last month the Sega Zone

chequebook news hounds have been
scouring the four corners of the globe, rooting out
the top stories from America, Japan and the local
arcade. Mleanwhile after keeping a 24-hour vigil
on the major software houses, our papparazzi
have taken these screenshots at ranges of over
half a mile. Why we don’t just ring up the software
companies and ask them for a press release and a
piccie is anyone’s guess.

FOLIERITMNGEFR

Elecronic Arts

Are you the type of power hungry fascist
“” who stomps about your bedroom in a
&, Napoleon Bonaparte outfit, muttering to
E yourself about the day you can drive your

armies across the land, putting rival
armies and peasants to the sword as you
go? No of course you're not, not unless
you’re mental anyway. Still if you fancy pitting your
stategy skills against the computer on a simulated 3D
battlescape, then watch out for EA’'s Powermonger on the
Mega Drive.

The game’s a bit like Populous, if that means anything to
you, with you directing your various forces across a
scrolling isometrically-viewed map, using a pointer to click
on the various buttons. It's all very medieval too, with your
soldiers armed to the teeth with pikes, swords, bows and
arrows, catapults and cannon. So whether your motto is a
Winston-like “We will fight them on the beaches”, or a
Galtieri-esque “Don’t hurt us, we give up,” Powermonger is
sure to test your leadership skills to the full.

* Available from EA in November, price £tha.
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Enduro Racer
Sega

Prince Of Persia
Domark

Terminator
Virgin

Chuck Rock
Virgin

Sonic The Hedgehog
Sega

= MICK AND MACK
e Global Gladiators (Virgin)

Olympic Gold ow, as we all know, Ronald McDonald
US Gold N hasn’t exactly had a great press from
i the environmentalists. No one’s
S:g;'aa suggesting the orange-haired one personally
hacks down acres of tropical rainforests,
(Ty) Teddy B displacing thousands of Amazonian Indians, but
ega let’s just say when Greenpeace hold their annual
conference they don’t have a Happy Hat Party
— j Syt Lol 0 down at the local McD's.
- - i Oxford ondo 071) 6 4 However, Virgin is preparing to set the record
2 £ straight with an environmentally-based platform
game featuring Ronald himself. It's called Mick
And Mack: Global Gladiators and it comprises of
12 levels packed with smelly old pollution which
you have to mop up. Apparantly it's got eight-way

=

3 parallax scrolling, 250 frames of animation for the
: main sprites, four different landscapes, all in a
5w sesame seed bun.
Rty ft"t * Awailable in Feb "93 from Virgin, on
-— = ,’( k p{ .{{"‘,“1&‘.‘, Mega Drive, Master System and Game Gear,
- oy m'“-!}“; g e e
.
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ega video games
have been tipped by
toy store Hamleys as

the Number One best-seller
for Crimbo 1992. “This is
definitely the year of Sega
video games,” says Peter
Skinner, Hamley'’s
mouthpiece, before adding

LHIF CHHT
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“We're very NS e e

much looking forward to the launch of Senic 2.
We think it promises to be the big one for
Christmas”. He’s probably right too. But it’s a far
cry from the crimbos we remember here at Sega
Zone. In those days the top choice on most letters
to Santa was a blown-up pigs bladder. All this 16-
bit techy stuff only detracts from the true spirit of
Christmas.
Still the prezzies that kids in Japan are
lusting after are even spookier.
Apparently the top ten toys
which Japanese 7-12-year
olds have been
badgering their
parents for include
electronic diaries,
word processors, fax
machines and personal
phones. Consequently Sega’s
toy division is bringing out a
mini word processor, enabling
Japan’s youth to lark about
typing in reports and invoices.
However, as yet there are no
plans to release it over here, so if
you feel the urge for some red-hot,
office-utility action then you’ll have
to go East.

 scsimsasnissismeniion
EARTHQUAKE

ANIMAL

WWFE |

Hurrah! Acclaim’s WWF
Super Wrestlemania
will finally hit the

Mega Drive at the end
of November, price
£39.99.

Spiderman
Acclaim

Senna Monaco
Sega

Popils
Domark

Wimbledon Tennis
Sega

Marble Madness
Virgin

Super Kick Off
US Gold

Olympic Gold
US Gold

Paperboy
Domark

Sonic The Hedgehog
Sega

Mickey Mouse
Sega

Shipping chart supplied by Virgin
Computer Games Shop, Virgin Megastore,
Oxford St, London W1. Tel (071) 631 1234
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>
Euro Club Soccer
Virgin
Alien 3
Acclaim
Terminator
Virgin
Tazmania

Sega

Senna Monaco
Sega

Chuck Rock
Virgin

Olympic Gold
US Gold

Simpsons
Acclaim

PGA Golf Tour
Sega

EA Hockey
EA

Shipping chart supplied by Virgin

Computer Games Shop, Virgin Megastore,
Oxford St, London W1. Tel (071) 631 1234




JAPANESE NEWS @

et RAMPANT
(PART ONE)
hat’s only 3cm
big and snugly
hides inside your

trouser pockets? (Erm, I give
up! Ed.) The M3 Psycoroid
from Bandai. This neat
toy, which costs about
£12, is worthy of any
James Bond gadget
ever invented...
(except for the
ultra-slick zip-
opening device
used on the
babe’s dress in
Live And Let Die).
Japanese school
kids are using
these daring droids as
mini sumo wrestlers
during highly competitive
breaktime bouts outside the
tuckshop. This robo buddy

To the taxi stand,

Can you kiek it?
Yes, we can!

e

A liberal sprinkling of
! fluffy white clouds,
 angry green beans and

trees with a shocked - can jump, walk, turn left and
expression on their faces are right and his feet have
just three of the incidental rubber soles to prevent any

ingredients in this curious
cart of complete cuteness for
the Mega Drive, called Chiki

- Chiki Boys. Caramba! Based
on the 1990 coin-op by, would
you credit it, Capcom. (That’s
-enough crummy Chiki Chiki

(s 2K Available now on

import from Sega.

unwanted slipping or
skidding. There are lots of
holes on the bodywork, so
it's possible to add different
kinds of weapons and
weights for a Dick Dastardly-
style unfair advantage. With
a flick of the right button,
your cute little robot can also
be magically transformed
into a powerful magnet. Not
bad for what is apparently
the world’s smallest remote-
controlled toy in the world.
Or is it? Send your
counterclaims to the usual
address...

* Available from Sega sometime
soon.

SPORTY 30nIC

H urrah! Our sushi-slurping friends have finally seen the light

and are now enjoying the stupendous sport of soccer. The
professional football league doesn’t start over there until
next spring but soccerwise Sega - remember it produced those
wacky quiz spots during ITV's coverage of this year’s tragic
European Championships - has steamed in and signed a major ;
sponsorship deal with JR East Furukawa, one of the new Japanese NIPPON NATTER
teams tipped for the top. (PART TWO)
Even Sonic The Hedgehog has taken the plunge and started

kicking a ball around in his spare time. As an integral part of
Sega’s corporate identity across the globe, the spiky-haired video
game champ is currently making special guest appearances on the Ve y Gh Mve G4 cheese
player’s strip during friendly pre-season matches. It looks like Gary
Lineker won‘t be the only well-loved character

speeding around the gleaming green pitches

of Japan...

seGa /)
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v Meaga-CD-+heat smytip;s/Out Now

S A}"."W T
Black Hole Assault® Micronet

% Available now from Wolf
Team/Taito on Mega-CD.

ega World... Party On...
S Excellent. (Oh, shut up!

Ed.) Somebody has a
cunning plan‘to sell even
more copies of Sonic The
Hedgehog 2. Sega of Japan is
going to turn Tokyo’s
Ryogoku Kokugi-Kan, the
Wembley Stadium of sumo
wrestling, into a brilliant
video game themepark called
Sega World - Legend of
Planet Mega. Trouble is, this
grand event will only last for
one day in December and
every single one of the
privileged 10,000 visitors
must have a copy of the sexy
Sonic sequel to get past the
bouncers outside. Sneaky,
eh?(Um, I'd like to see the
ticket touts beat this scheme!
Ed.)

Foo-jee-sahn nee noh-boh-res
noh wah,
moo-zoo-kah-shee dehs kah?

JAF NELIES

In The Wake Of Vampire ® Sega
o platform ® 2Mbit » Out Now

Super Chase HO * Taito ® Mega Drive ©
Racing  4Mbit ® Out Now

Teki-Paki * Toaplan ® Mega Drive ¢
Puzzle ® 2Mbit » Out Now
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JAFANESE ARCADE NEWS @

 the Japanese could
dssibly think of calli
ir hottest new )

t's an absolute stonker

and no mistake! Over 250,000

visitors have flocked to

Wonder Eggs since this place

opened during the summer.
Considering its compact size, that
impressive figure compares
favourably to the attendance of
Tokyo Disneyland or the ice-cream
van near the Tower of London.

In Japan, it’s customary for coin-
op makers to construct their own
arcades. Think of it as the ultimate
\ in market research, where the
blic pays for the privilege of
ving away vital information on

1t's hot and what’s not. The
f Sega, Konami, Taito and
2ach have their own flash

stablishments to tease
génagers away from
gics, local
| Drives.
E0ises

Se6a ZoN=E

games and
other exciting
new concepts
months before they
actually go into production. And,
depending on the crowd’s
reaction, some of them will never
make it to the streets of Rio, Rome
and Riyadh. If only Sega would do
the same thing in Southend, eh?
Namco has been at the hard-
hitting, cut-and-thrust leading-
edge of the amusement business
for ages. Seriously though, Namco
is great. Through a successful
partnership with Atari Games, this
company has produced a string of
video game classics including
Xevious, Gauntlet and Final Lap.
The latest instalment of this
popular racing game (That’ll be
Final Lap 3, then? Ed.) includes
four newly designed circuits —
England, France, Sanmarino and
pain. This is horribly small fried

Behips (With ugly black burnt

Qe 0

middle of an (
war sequence from
Battlestar Galactica. It
really is a'blast, honest!
Thanks to the record
number of fans, Namco
has already produced a
cutdown six-player version
for the typical arcade,
shopping mall,
multiplex cinema or
sports centre site.
Kids and adults will
love it. That's the
thing about these
video games for the
nineties — they appeal to
both sexes and all.age
groups. If you prefer your carnage
to be a little more sedate,
SimRoad is a realistic simulation
of, erm, driving a car. Where else
could you comfortably sit behind
the steering wheel of a red Eunos

»

B,

prosecu

All these
common - they €
computer graphics te
woo the customer an
gasping for more. The bi
thrill, the more expensiv \
is going to cost them. With less ¥
orders for games and sims of
Stealth Fighter and Cruise Missile
variety, the industry has already
set its sights on the next gener-
ation of all-dancing, all-singing
entertainment stimulators. Testing
grounds like Wonder Eggs hold
the key to the future. Heigh-ho!

Have you figured out the reason
for the strange name of Wonder
Eggs yet? This is the place where
wondrous ideas hatch out. Get it?
No, neither did we.
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o chicks, welcome to Hip City. Hmmm... sounds like
YChester Cheetah, the new video game character from

Kaneko, who’s been mysteriously transported from a 1960s
nostalgia TV show like The Monkeys or Banana Splits. In his first
adventure, Too Cool To Fool, our chum Chester must escape from
Four Corners Zoo and head for the supreme coolness of the
aforementioned Hip City on his moped, erm, sorry... Harley
Davidson. Mean Eugene, The Zoo Keepin’ Fiend, wants to nail your
tail without fail. Bad karma, man! Spotty Chester must enlist the
help of his friends, Hip-O and Funky Monkey, and collect the hidden
pieces of his motorcycle. Just find your bike and you can go where
you like. Groovy!
% Available now from Kaneko on Mega Drive, price £tba.

chestnut, Star Wars, has joined this
illustrious list. In customary fashion, the
midget droid R2-D2 frantically jumps up
and down in excitement. Plenty of
thrills and squeals to be had in this
clever Data East/Lucasfilm
L collaboration.

L= NELUIES

Coming soon to an import
store near you

% AMERICAN CLADIATORS
Gametek « Mega Drive * Sports *
8Mbit « Out Now

* EATITIAN RETURNS
Sega + Game Gear ¢ Platform «
2Mbit - Out Now

-.
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% RRIMFPART
Tengen » Mega Drive ¢« Puzzle »
4Mbit » Out Now

% CHPTRIN AMERICA AND
THE RUENGERS

Data East - Mega Drive + Beat ‘'em
up » 8Mbit - Out Now

ﬂﬂ??l"- ? 1 ﬂd!i?’r‘?
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COWAEBLINGH

Pinball, the James Dean of video gaming, ;rnha%zeirl\zzr;'rgrs:;’(mﬁgfz\;g;k'ng ': g

is big business again thanks to a series of skint parents thouéht they'd seen !5" > @
recer)t ||genstng deals with blqckbustmg the very last of the Teenage* [erte

movies like The Addams Family, Mutant Ninja Turtles, Konami

Terminator 2, Star Trek, Hook and Lethal ; X “ ot §
Weapon 3. Now that roasty old sci-fi hounces back with: o patitatea w%w *

mayhem from the heroes in a half
shell. Hey kids, it's actually a bit of
a landmark video game because
this top coin-op company has
never released anything on the
Mega Drive before. Yet more
portions of piping-hot savoury
software snacks are expected to
follow next year. Yummy!

% Available from Konami on Mega
Drive in December, price £tba.

ar

SEGA AT THE
MOUIES
PART ONE

ake a close look at
Terminator 2, during the
tense scene in the
arcades just before Arnold
Schwarzenegger and the bad
guy have their first shoot-
out. After he gets totalled by
Missile Command, young
scamp John Connor has a go
on Sega’s Afterburner
monster shoot ‘em up
machine. As the original
script puts it, John is
shooting down MiGs at Mach
2. In case you’re wondering,
Afterburner was chosen
because of its immense size,
as director James Cameron
needed something bulky for
the Connor boy to hide
behind. Other video games
seen during this brief
sequence include Trog, Arch

Rivals and Space Invaders. T2

is now available on video for
about £12.99 and Acclaim is
currently converting the
smart coin-op from Williams
Bally Midway over to the
Mega Drive and Game Gear.
Meantime, have you spotted
a Sega video game lurking in
the background scenery of

Casablanca or Eldorado?
. e “ ‘ww W




here’s no getting

out of it - it's

time for Sega
Zone's letters pages,
which masquerade
under the name
‘Erogenous Zone’ for tax
evasion purposes. After
our first issue, we were
literally inundated with
mail. Granted, it was
mostly final demands
and poison pen letters,
but there was the odd
item of printable
correspondence.

Vear Sega Zone,

Who is that hunk of a man in those
Sega ads. What a spunk, 100%
pure British beefcake! Even though
I'm only 11 he makes me feel like a
woman, and | mean W-O-M-A-N.
Have you got his name and
address so | can write to him?
Jenny Fielding,

London.

Well Jenny, we rang Sega

and they said your
dreamboat’s name is Peter
Wingfield and you can write to him
at Sega HQ. The address is Sega
Europe, Marketing and
Beefcake Dept, 16 Portland
Rd, London W11 4LA. By the
way, our roving reporter Rik
Haynes says he was at a party last
Christmas when he got off with
Peter by accident, believing him to
be one of the Nolans. Anyway,
according to Rik he was useless,
and it was like kissing wet squid.
But don't let us shatter your
dreams. Ed.

Vear Sega Zone,

What's going on? Last month | was
an avid reader of Game Zone and
the proud owner of an Atari Lynx,

12 [t ] ZoNE

£

/
odiac zone
scorpio
If it's your birthday this
month, you'll be interestgd't
know that you share a star
sign with Wor from Gynoug -

the winged battle master
with the power t control the

recognise a
in yourself.

year for love, mutants and
plumage loss. Look out for an
upside-down coconut-half

but this month my life is in tatters.
Suddenly there's Sega Zone and
Game Zone (Nintendo), but no
bloody Atari Lynx Zone. It's not
right and it’s not fair. The Lynx is
an ace machine and all the rest
aren't. | have seen medical
evidence suggesting that the
emissions from the Game Gear
screen leave your sperm count in
single figures - fact.

Ben ‘Spunky’ Rogers,

Bath.

. One word springs to mind
¥ here Ben, and that word is
“loser’. Yes, technically the Lynx is
a good machine, but sadly it's not
been provided with much back-up

from Atari - either in terms of
marketing or new releases.
Consequently not many people
have bothered buying one...
except you, Ben. You're the man
who put all his money on red and
it came up black, if you get my
drift. Still, perhaps you could start

Send all your rambfings to: Erogenous Zone, Sega Zone,

your own fanzine for Lynx owners.
The other two both live in Bristol,
so it won't be too expensive for
you to mail your mag to them
either. Ed.

Vear Sega Zone,

You are my dream come true! |
own a Mega Drive and a Game
Gear and although | loved Game
Zone dearly, | was totally bored by
all the useless Nintendo coverage.
However, | have to say that when |
read the Joypad Jury thing in your
first issue | couldn’t believe what a
dopey bunch of misfits and freaks
make up your staff. | mean,
honestly — what a shifty looking
crook that David McCandless is.
Tell him from me, he needs a

haircut and a proper job. Still,
even he looks like Aled Jones
compared to Patrick McCarthy. Is
that man actually wearing a
stocking mask in those verdict
pictures or is it my imagination?
Trust me on this one - | think
you’'d scare off less of your
younger readers if you got those
reviewers who look like they've
been featured on Crimewatch to
write under a ‘face de plume’.
And finally, how old is Daniel
Pemberton? None of the other
Sega mags employ foetuses, so
why do you? Get rid of all this
dead wood and bring back Lord
Paul - at least he was anatomically
correct, if nothing else.
Yours Mark Ferguson,
Godalming, Surrey.

ere we are back at our very
H own recycling slot, where
readers put their non-
biodegradable odds
and sods up for
trade, with a
suggestion for an
alternative use. In
this way we hope to
stave off the threat
of global warming
and generally
staunch the tide of |
pollution. Anyway, @é
last month’'s
utilitarian item - a
plant support
stick made from
Sooty’'s wand -
went down like a
lead balloon.
Basically, nobody
wanted it and
consequently it
will now
have been
i/ burnt in the
JA Sega Zone
coal-fired
furnace, U
releasing large el
volumes of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere
in the process. Still, let's
see if we can do better this
month with a handy
something sent in by Emma and
Joanne Keating...



Dennis Publishing, 19 Bolsover Street, London W1P 7H).

How rude! For your information,

all my staff are dedicated
professionals hand-picked by a
pressgang from the UK’s top arcades.
There’s not one of them | don't trust
implicitly. (Though admittedly Patrick
does look like John McVicar, and we
always make a point of counting the
silverware after he’s left the office.) Ed.

Vear Sega Zone,

Why are you so rubbish? I've had a
more entertaining and informative
read from a book of log tables. And
your screenshots in the Terminator
review looked like you’d held up the
telly in a Photo-Me booth.

Simon Hutchins, Cleethorpes.
PS And my boomerang didn’t work.

Vear 06-zone,

We’ve enclosed a pair of underpants
which our grandad left in the dirty
clothes basket when he came to stay
last Easter. Mum was going to throw
... them out, but we thought you
i could hang them up
from the rear-
view mirror of a
car, thus masking
any stale odours
such as petrol or
cigarette smoke.
Or, alternatively, if
you didn’t have a
car you could liven
them up with a
squeeze of Jif and
use them in place
of those posh
lemon-scented
disposable facial wipes.
Keep up the good work
with the mag, and saving the
planet and everything.
Emma and Joanne Keating,
Bishop's Stortford.

1. Want to make a bid or trade for
* Jo and Emma’s excellent, Earth-
saving car freshener-cum-facial wipe.
And let’s face it, what right thinking
person wouldn’t? Then write to:
0-Zone, Sega Zone, 19 Bolsover St,
London W1P 7HJ.

Yes, this is more of what we

want! Readers opening up a
forum of debate on the letters
page. If anyone can answer
Simon’s question, please write in
to the normal address and you
could win a big money prize (or
even a badge). Ed.

Dear Sega Zone,

| saw that Watchdog programme
the other day and | was shocked to
see an item about some toe-rag
who set up a Mega Drive
cartridge-swapping company from
his council flat in Manchester, only
to then pocket all the games along
with his handling charge. I'm not
very rich and | certainly don’t want
to subsidise some horrible spiv
(especially what with Christmas
coming up and all), so how can |
protect myself from this sort of
skullduggery? Oh, why can’t we all
just love each other?

Sean MacGregor,

Portsmouth.

olls Yes, it was a dreadful

¥ business, wasn't it? Let’s
hope they punish the Mancunian
swine under the full remit of
Islamic law. Still, since he
probably ended up with 500
unwanted copies of Fire Shark, no
doubt the dodgy git has learnt his
lesson already.

Anyway, we rang husband-and-
wife consumer champions John
Stapleton and Lyn Foulds-Wood
and passed on your query, Sean,
but all they would say was
something about sheep being
meant to be fleeced. So not much
help there.

However, the Sega Zone lawyer
tells me that if you give money to
a mail order company advertising
in our mag and then (through act
of God or act of crim) they won't
send you the goods, Dennis
Publishing reimburses your loss.
That's because Sega Zone, your
caring, sharing games magazine,
is a member of the Mail Order
Protection Racket (or should that
be the Mail Order Protection
Scheme?) Ed.

\

his month Erogenous Zone is brought to you by that

wibbly wobbly flap of loose skin dangling under

roosters’ throats, the wattle. (Hold up, that’s not very
erotic and sensual. The SZ team.) What? You mean you don't
get hot flushes when you watch Foghorn Leghorn? (Eughh!
No we don’t! SZ team.) Ha, ha neither do | of course, er, |

was just... anyway moving swiftly on...

Pear Sega Zone

As a life-long vegetarian | was
appalled to read a letter in your
pathetic mag having a go at
people who choose not to murder
fellow creatures for their dinner.
How about a game where meat-
eaters have to cope with clotted
arteries, aggressive and lustful
tendencies and diseases of the
digestive tract in later life?
Rebecca Gillard,

London.

nce again,
Amaya Lopez,
our very own

resident Claire Rayner,
talks a reader through a
personal, emotional or
sexual problem. This
week the editor with a
heart of lard gives
advice to a young man

from Leeds who wishes £

to remain anonymous.

Pear Aw,

| am afflicted by a verruca, and
it's making my life a misery.
My right foot is in fallow and is
as clean as a baby’s bottom,
but come November | fear I'm
going to have a bumper har-
vest on the left one. Recently |
got a close friend to bite them
out and suck out the poison,
but they just grew back even
bigger than before. My mum
says | shouldn’t worry and that
verrucas are just nature’s
Blakeys, but | just feel so
unclean. My girlfriend won't let
me near her without a verruca
sock and they make me wear a
bell at school. What can | do?
Underneath these unsightly

Yeah, smart idea. You could

call it Sonic The Bowel
Cancer. We'll have a word with
Sega and check they can get the
licence from Dewhursts The
Butcher — you've definitely got one
hot idea on your hands.

Thanks for the input, Reb. Your
Sega Zone badge is in the post -
and well deserved too. We've also
put in a pound of pig’s liver and
half a ton of tripe as a special
thank you. Ed.

blemishes I'm still a human
being! Help me please, Amaya.
Anon. (Name and

address supplied.)

Dear Anon,

Oh my God - you freak! And
I've touched your letter too!
Now you listen to me, Adrian
Jenkins — never write to me
again, you filthy leper. Eughh,
I’'m going for a shower. Am.

If you have a problem of a
personal nature and would like
it to be ridiculed in a national
publication, write to: Dear
Am, Sega Zone, Dennis
Publishing, 19 Bolsover St,
London W1P 7HJ.

=l ZONE 13



Justice Amaya
Lopez GC

He should be put to death,
as that, as far as I'm con-
cerned. Tails indeed - it's
tantamount to fraud! You
buy, in good faith, a game
called Sonic The Hedge-
hog 2 from your local
software supplier, and
what happens when you
get it home? You turn on
your machine and you're
confronted by a squirrel
who has - as far as | can
make out - two tails. Why
isn’t this cartridge called
Sonic The Hedgehog And
His Jolly Good Friend Two-
Tails The Squirrel? It's the
gas chamber for this
rodent, I'm afraid.

month (traitor).

MaYy &, after her recent holiday
n the US of A, our Editor is hooked
on California Games.

ViV has been playing Barbie Goes
Shopping on the NES non-stop all

Martin's always too busy
playing with himself to play games.

PUNC has been challenging all-
comers at Sensible Soccer on the
Amiga in preparation for its
appearance on the Mega Drive.

Mée¢é 1oves Universal Soldier.

Justiee Vivienne
Nagy &¢

While | agree with the
basic sentiments of my
learned friend, | have to
point out that she has a
few of her facts wrong.
Well, she has one fact
wrong, anyway - Tails the
two-tailed squirrel isnt in
fact a squirrel, he’s a fox. |
know | am correct - it is
my job to always be
correct. However, the
main content of my
learned friend’s summing
up speech is acceptable.
There is a picture of ‘Tails’
on the box, but nowhere
does it warn you what you
are actually getting.
Misrepresentation.

le has been trying out Art Alive.
His latest masterpiece “Mummy
and daddy outside my house” is
the talk of the office.

Michael has been satisfying his

I

Justiee Martin
Pondl ¢

But Tails is a squirrel,
surely? | understand
Japanese, you see, and it
just so happens that in -
Japanese the word for
‘fox” and the word for
‘squirrel’ are the same:
Kyaakkihaaaha. | would
venture that the person
who translated the man-
ual got mixed up. Tails is
evidently a squirrel. And,
in agreement with my
Right Honourable friend,

~ Justice Amaya Lopez QC,

I would conclude that he
should be gassed for his
crimes. Or hanged, at the
very least. Or maybe
injected (lethally).

4 LY

high-brow urges with a daily diet

of Pitfighter and Final Fight...

Patrick continues to raid the
Sega Zone games cabinet for any
American sports sim games he can
lay his hands on, especially NHLPA
Hockey and Joe Montana 3.

Jane is undergoing therapy for a
bad case of Lemmings addiction.

Justice Punean

MaeDonald g

Yup, he’s squirrel alright.
I'm in total agreement
with my last honourable
friend on this one, and
I'm in total agreement
over the sentence too -
death. There can be no
lesser penalty for
appearing in a game
when your name isn’t in’
the title. The only &
problem | have is that 1 | |
feel the sentence q
doesn’t actually go far 31
enough to punish the |
crime committed. |

would suggest three .
months of heavy elec-
trical testicle torture

and THEN death.

THE LOLIEST
ACCOLADE

The Zone Groan is
automatically
awarded to any game
scoring below 30. For
a game to score such
a pathetic amount, it’s
got to be seriously

- crap. And this is how

we celebrate.

ZONZ |

lhsﬁce MAc¢ea
MeCandless G¢

The two-tailed squirrel has
got off too lightly. Torture
and death indeed! Is that

the best our legal system

can come up with? And
anyway, what about the
hedgehog? As far as I'm
concerned, he’s as guilty

as the squirrel. His crime?
Simple - it's that he

doesn't look like a hedge-
hog at all. | was prepared

to overlook it the first time
but now | cant. | say that X
the squirrel and the cat

(for that’s what Sonic

actually looks like) should
both face death by mach-

ete. And it just so happens
that I've got one myself .

ur

reviewers,

who are all
qualified QCs,
were all appalled
to learn that
Sonic has a chum

in Sonic 2. In case

you haven't read
the review yet,
we'd better ex-
plain. Sonic’s now
got a sidekick -
he's called Tails,
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THE HIGHEST
ACCOLADE

If the overall score of
a game equals or
exceeds the magical
figure of 90, then it’s
automatically
awarded the Mega
Zone accolade. This
is another way of
saying “buy it”. Yes,
honestly - it’s really

and he's in the
one-player and
two-player
games. So you
can’t get away
from him. And
that's all you
need to know
really, apart
from the fact
that the love-
able little critter
is about to be
put on trial...

Justiee Rik

that good.

Haynes €
I am in total agreement
with all my learned
colleagues. | have, at
home, a stuffed model of
Sonic. | gave this stuffed
Sonic model to my young
cousin, Sarah (6). And do
you know what she said?
She said this: “Euuukkk,
it's a horrible pussy cat.”

| was forced to agree, so
we both carried the
offending item into the
garden, tied it to the
washing line and beat the
stuffing out of it with a
rake. Most satisfying.

Justice Michael

Horsham 8¢

| can at last imagine what
it must have felt like to be
part of a lynch-mob in the
wild west, and | cannot
help myself feeling sorry
for the hedgehog/cat and
the squirrel/fox... after all,
they are on trial here with
no counsel of defence. But
that will change herewith,
for I shall take the role
myself. In the absence of
the defendants, | ask you
to consider this, er... oh
dear, | can’t think of any
clever twists. Okay then,
kill them both.

Justice Patrick
MeCarthy GC

What more can | add? My
learned colleagues seem
to have covered every-
thing | was going to
highlight myself. There is
a breach of the Trades
Descriptions Act (section
15, sub-section 9). So are
there any other charges to
be brought? Indeed there
are. Here's one — | saw a
bloke at Chessington Fun
Park dressed up in a Sonic
costume, and | almost
puked on the spot.
Needless to say, | chinned
the blighter.

Justice Jane
Goldman ¢

In conclusion, | will sum
up. (1) Sonic is guilty of
not informing us that
there is a fox in his game
(2) It would seem that the
fox is possibly not a fox
after all. (3) Some doubt
has also been cast on
Sonic’s credentials -
hedgehog or cat? We say
cat. (4) People are dressing
up in Sonic costumes and
hanging about at zoos -
an unsavoury state of
affairs for which there can
only be one punishment.
Hands cut off.



We gave DUNCAN
MACDONALD
Accolade’s new
film licence,
UNIVERSAL
SOLDIER to review
and he came up
with this rather
pathetic “play’.
Why do we let him
get away with it?

Sega Zone
Presents...
Tony, Bobby and Wendy

A play in which three ordinary people live out
part of a day of their lives and occasionally get
interrupted by a narrator.

Never shoot a man with no legs...

Scene One

the decision

Bobby, Tony and Wendy discover that not only
do they all quite like Billy Ray Sirus, but that
they all have Rolf Harris’s autograph. An
instant bond is formed.

Bobby: | know, seeing as we're such good
friends now, and have so many things in
common, let’s go to the pictures together.
Tony: What do you reckon, Wendy?

Wendy: Yes, magic! What shall we go and see?
Tony: Hmmm, how about that new Disney
cartoon feature, Beauty And The Beast? There
are loads of songs, loads of dance scenes, and
lots of new cartoon friends to meet.

Bobby: Eh? Are you some kind of poof or
something? It's a queer’s film.

Wendy: Yes, it's too girly even for me.

Tony: (Embarrassed.) | was only joking.
Bobby: Let's go and see Universal Soldier with
Jean-Claude Van Damme and Dolph Lundgren.




Wendy: Yes! Excellent choice, Bobby.

Tony: Yes - a film in which the two stars are
semi-naked musclemen - an excellent choice
for one so non-gay as Bobby.

Scene Two
at the pictures

Bobby, Tony and Wendy are sitting
comfortably in the back row of screen five at
the local Odeon.

Wendy: (Gasp.) So Jean-Claude Van Damme
and Dolph Lungdren are actually dead, are
they? Or am | getting muddled up?

Tony: No, they are dead. They were killed in
the Vietnam war...

Bobby: But they’ve been brought back to life
and now they’re even harder than ever.
Wendy: Amazing! So they must be virtually
indestructible. (Shuffling noises.) Hey, what’s
going on?

Tony: Sorry, my arm slipped - | was just trying

to scratch my eyebrow and my sleeve got
caught in your hair.

Bobby: Hey, did he just try to put his arm
round you?

Wendy: No - he slipped, apparently.
Bobby: Yeah, I'll bet. Leave her alone and
watch the film, you giant jobbie.

Wendy: Oh Bobby, you're so masterful.

Scene Three

after the film has
finished

The threesome discuss their next course
of action.

Bobby: So what's it to be now then?
Wendy: | know, let’s go back to my place
and play on my Mega Drive.

Tony: Got any good games?

Wendy: No, but | was going to buy one
today anyway. Let’s go to the shops, buy
one, and then go to my place.

MECA DRIVE [

Bobby: Excellent. So, er, you've got lots of
cash have you?

Wendy: Yes, | get sent a weekly allowance of
£2,000 from my millionaire father who works
in Saudi Arabia.

Tony: Oh yes? So it's just you and your old
mum at home, is it?

Wendy: No, my mum works in New Zealand
on a sheep farm, so I’'m on my own most of
the time. Just me, the Sega, 90 rooms, 1,000
acres of woodland, several motorbikes and the
swimming pool.

Bobby: Excellent!

Tony: Seconded!

Scene Four

in the shop

A choice has to be made and has to be made
quickly.

Wendy: What's the most recent game you've
got for the Mega Drive, Mr Shopkeeper?

Mr Shopkeeper: Got a new one in this
morning, as it happens my lovely - it’s called
Universal Soldier.

Wendy: Uncanny. We've just seen the film.
Mr Shopkeeper: That is indeed uncanny, my
little darling.

Wendy: I'll have a copy of it please. Here's a
£100 note. Keep the change for being such a
jolly, friendly man.
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Scene Five

back at wendy's gaff

Wendy inserts the Universal Soldier cartridge
into her Mega Drive and the excited trio
gather around the TV screen.

Wendy: Hey, look - there’s a password option.
That's handy. Anyway, let’s start. Who wants
to go first? Tony?

Tony: Give me the joypad...

(Bobby and Wendy look on as Tony takes
control of the main sprite and lets off his first
salvo of bullets.)

Bobby: Hey, those dead nasties left some
power-ups. Get them before they float away!
Tony: You didn’t think | was going to just
leave them there, did you?

Wendy: Gosh! They've got different symbols
on them. | wonder what they all mean?

Tony: We'll soon find out. T'll take them one at
a time and see what happens. (He takes one.)
Bobby: Wicked! A sound sample happened
when you picked it up.

Wendy: Yes, it was a bit muffled though. What
did it say, Tony?

Tony: “Lager,” | think.

Bobby: It was “laser” actually, Tony.

Tony: Wow! You're right. Look - an energy
bolt. I'll try the others.

The Narrator: Before long, Tony had been
through all the power-up icons and has
discovered exactly what they do. In case
you're wondering exactly what he discovered,
we’ll show you here and now.

Multiple: This gives
you multiple bullets. You
know the ones - they
spread out in a fan-like
manner. Triple-shot to
begin with, but...

The Power-up: The
weapon you’re using is
instantly ninjafied. Laser
beams become laser
bolts, triple-shot goes to
five-shot, bouncy shot is
a blur of carnage.

Shield: This little
beauty means that for a
limited time, you're as
indestructible as a very
indestructible thing.

Something else Tony discovered was that
button C fired out a screen-high wall of death -
to both the left and right-hand side of his
sprite. Everything in its path was toasted...

and if there were any power-ups to be
released, they would be. However, he also
discovered that the supply of these ‘side-shot
wall of death things’ was limited, to say the
least - three shots per life, unless he found any
replenishment icons along the way.

Scene Six
uncertainty

Tony discovers how large the game is, but
Bobby expresses some doubt about its strict
adherence to the plot of the film.

Bobby: This is nothing like the film at all.
Tony: Yes, | was thinking much the same thing.
In the film, Jean-Claude and Dolph never rolled
up into little, spikey buzz-saw type things, did
they? Or did | miss that bit?

Wendy: No, they definitely didn‘t roll up into
little buzz-saw type things at any point.

Bobby: And the main game sprite doesn’t look
like either of them anyway, does it?

Tony: It's a good game though, for all that...
Bobby: Yes, it’s dead hard and very big. This
level’s enormous. It scrolls left and right... and
up and down.

Tony: | keep on getting lost. And the nasties
are coming at me thick and fast wherever | go.
If it wasn’t for all the invisible blocks con-
taining the power-ups and one-ups and stuff I'd
be jiggered. It’s quite a brilliant game, but it’s
nothing to do with the film.

Wendy: Yes, it's weird. | can’t put my finger on
it, but something very strange is going on.

The Narrator: And Wendy, unbeknownst to her,
has hit the proverbial nail on the head. This
game is very good. It's got about a trillion
levels (all of which scroll in both directions for
ages), it's got an excellent mix of power-ups,
it's got fast-paced action, it's got ‘hidden
blocks’, it's got torturous mazey bits and it's
stuffed full of roughly a billion trillion nasties.
So what's the ‘strange thing that’s going on’?
Well, the more observant among you may
already have noticed. This game isn’t actually
Universal Soldier at all - it may be called
Universal Soldier, and it may claim to be the
game of the film, but in actual fact this game is
an old computer game called Turrican 2.
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Think
you’ve

every
video
game
in

- THE LUCKY DIME CAPER

SRSaUORatd LGRS

Think you’ve seen every screen and decoded Like you, we take our video games seriously. So
every hidden strategy? You haven’t. There’s still when you’re ready for your next adventure, set
a great big world of exciting video games out your sights on Toys“R”Us and choose from the
there, and you’ll find them at your closest world’s biggest selection of video titles-all the
Toys“R”Us store. latest plus those you’ve missed.

- , STORE HOURS:
4 ‘ 3 Mon-Sat
¢ 9 am ‘til 8 pm.
b Sunday
& 10 am 'til 6 pm*
- g * Except Wood Green,
. / Birmingham and Basildon.

THE WORLD'S BIGGEST VIDEO GAME MEGASTORES!

There'’s a Toys“R”Us Near You! Basildon Birmingham BrentCross Bristol Cardiff Croydon Derby Edinburgh Gloucester Harlow Hull
Ipswich Leeds Leicester Luton Manchester Medway Metro Centre Northampton Nottingham Oldbury
Bournemouth Preston Peterborough Plymouth Portsmouth Reading Sheffield Stockport Stevenage Southampton
Swindon Swansea Stoke/Hanley Teesside Thurrock Wood Green Woking Warrington



IMASTER 5YSTEM

t's been over a year now since Sonic first

grabbed the gaming world by the back of

its underpants and pulled upwards with all

his might. So just what has the spiky blue
bundle of fun been up to in the interim? Has he
spent all his time playing ‘roadside pizza’ with
his hedgehoggy pals and crank phone-calling
Mario? Has he been paying discreet visits to
Miss Tiggywinkle while her husband was at
work? Course not, dopey. Sonic’s been
working out - honing his body to a finely
sculpted ball of muscle, ready for the next ring-
collecting frenzy as he once again confronts
the evil Dr Robotnik.

Preparing to review
SONIC 2 on the Master
System, VIARTIN POND
took to spiking up his
hair with gel, eating
bread and milk and
sleeping in a pile of
leaves. It's lucky we
didn’t let him do Sega’s
other new platform
romp, Chronic Halitosis
The Dung Beetle.

10
0:57

the new messiah

Sl

o Q‘ ¥ o 4 . B k2 3 Sonic locked in mortal combat with a chick.
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A rather

sucrose overdose

lovely game with «
smashing box.

sonic mega star

SOoOnNnIic summary

For many people, Sonic was the ultimate
platform game. The sequel is more of the
same, with some extra thrills thrown in. As
you'd expect, it runs at an impressive rate of
knots, and the movement’s as smooth as silk.
There are tons of secret rooms and hidden bits,
and there are many, many different routes to
get across each level. On the downside, the
enemy sprites seemed to be a bit thin on the
ground, and the game has no level code
system. (Not that | ever need to resort to girly
passwords anyway. Course not. But if you
weren't a ninja platform god, like myself, you
might find it a bit frustrating.) Sonic 2 is an
excellent game all round - immensely playable,
frighteningly addictive and a fabulous reason
for giving up your social life.
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medieval-type po

star, battery
Although you’d think the star
would land you a top of the bill
role in Cats, or something, all it
does is give you a measly 5,000
points. The battery is a weird
choice for an icon, but has a
distinctly un-weird effect. It's
5,000 points again.

PATRICK MICCARTHY has an unpleasant
habit of playing nude crown-green
bowling on the central reservation of the
Hammersmith Flyover, so he knows all e o -
about RISKY WOODS. (Nice try, but still ” #
pretty pathetic. Ed.)
apple
ou are Rohan, young If you're unlucky, this will just
warrior, brave adventurer R AR s s 3 » give you a 10,00_0 pou)t bonus._On
and designer of clothing nmmm beastie! L the other hand, if you're lucky it
that fits into a matchbox, : o R~ ) L puts you to sleep, which restores
and you have recently arrived in G R ¥ T T We your energy. The downside of
the Woods, which have been : this sleepm_g business is t_hat_lt
rendered unto a state of Riskiness : costs you _tlme,_ b\_( removing it
by dint of all the monks who i : from the time limit.
previously resided therein being
unfashionably turned into stone-
cladding. This, if nothing else, has
angered home-owners by
reducing the value of houses in
the entire street.

The godless bast who did this " *
goes by the name of Draxos The ¢ " o
Huge-Schlonged Wonderstud ok g
when he’s out discovating, or just
plain Draxos when he's at work.
The lack of positive role-models
has affected the local populace,
who have turned into hideous
monsters who habitually go for

fire djinn
€ The fire djinn sends a fire spirit to
eoaac -, € 17 . 3 SRS follow you around for a while,
wiping out enemies willy-nilly. A
drinks with psychotic rotting ¢ Star dii_n_n is actually a mythological
corpses. The neighbourhood'’s o Profile: spirit who can assume human or

shot to hell, basically. Your task - ‘ animal form and influence man

is to free the stoned monks and ’ RO‘”EJ&“, by supernatural powers. (Phew!)
return Draxos whence he Our
came (and nobody really e Y

minds if you destroy a few , Her_o
million zombies and monsters Rohan first
while you do it). - became famous
for making a range of clothing that
can be rolled up really small and p
placed into a matchbox. (In fact, -
that’s where he keeps the suits of .
armour he puts on at a moment’s S ]
notice.) He later branched out into
matches that could be folded up
and placed in a matchbox, but gate keys
they never really caught on. These come in twos and you

Rohan was born in December, need them both to form one gate
and his star sign is Sagittarius. key to put in the gate at the end
Like all Sagittarians, he’s of the level. When you‘ve put the
charming, witty and incredibly key in the gate, you'll have to
good at football. His hobbies mimic the tune played by the
include standing chicks up, being gatekeeper on your joypad.
e A popular and winning grands prix

3:11 830N F— 3 with uncompetitive cars. At the

weekends he likes to wipe out
- ' oo legions of baddies or watch TV.

& e



arrow, Cross

The arrow icon has nothing
whatsoever to do with weapons.
All it does is give you a 10,000
point bonus or send you back to
an earlier point in the level. This
isn’t really worth picking up at all.
The cross looks spooky and
supernatural, but it’s yet another
10,000 point bonus.

potion, heart
These little luvvies give you units
of energy. The potion gives you
six units, while the heart gives
you three.

miniature

rohan

If you're lucky enough to see a
mini Rohan appear from a chest,
grab it quickly. If you manage to
pick this little chappie up three
times you get an additional life
and a continue. Schmert!

skull icons
Skulls turn your staff into a magic
weapon. (Maybe | should get one.
Ed.) Ho-ho. Not that kind of staff.
The effect it has depends on what
you're wearing when you use it.
The better the armour you're
wearing, the less the skull takes
from your life total when you
acquire it and the more damage
your staff does when you use it.

jewel, ring
“1 know what these do,” you're
probably thinking, “I combine
them and use them to propose to
the next monk I free, and he’ll
follow me everywhere, beating
people up for interfering with the
man he loves.” Wrong, wrong,
wrong. You get 50,000 points.

lightning
Wah! This is the kind of fabbo

power-up a hero comes to expect,

the lightning icon gives you
temporary invincibility.

hourglass

The hourglass icon gives you an
extra minute of time to complete
the level. And let’s face it, against
a really tight time limit, one
minute can mean the difference
between success and failure at
this level, Des.

pet name 1¢dS

See these things that look

name tags for the larger dog? "
They fall all over the shop
whenever you kill the baddies.
(So who says crime doesn’t pay?)
If you collect 33 of them, Rohan
whips out his foldable silver
armour and dons it, which halves
the damage monsters can do to
him. Collect 64 of them and he
puts his gold armour on, which
protects him completely from
taking any damage from those
awful beasts.

Unfortunately (there’s always an
unfortunately, isn’t there?) every
time a monster gets you, you drop
a tag. And if the number you’'re

rops below that
‘,fequmad, Rohan takes the armour
again.
- This presents something of a
actlcal poser. Do you hang about,
ing lots of people and hoping to
et enough tags to get some
rmour, or do you press on
against the time limit? You have to
“bear in mind that you have to
bend down to pick up the tags,
and as anyone who's shopped in
Finsbury Park can tell you, you're
in a very vulnerable position when
you do that — open to attack from
other baddies. The choice, as
Colin from Blind Date would say,
is yours.

Star Profile:
Draxos -

Draxos’ mother named him
after her favourite brand of
toilet-cleaner, hoping that he
would grow into a supervillain
as a result. It worked. He first
rose to infamy after the
notorious ‘baseball with
kittens’ incident.

His astrological star sign is
Scorpio. Like all Scorpions, he’s
short-tempered, distant and
violently drunk after 7pm. His
hobbies include macrame,
Scalextric and knitting jumpers
from anal hair. At the weekends
he likes to turn monks into

stone. His latest cookbook, 707
Ways With Children’s Flesh,
has topped the non-fiction
charts for several weeks.

=
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See this monster? | hate him (or
her... let's say ‘it to be on the safe
side). It attacks quickly and
determinedly, and it’s bloody hard
to hit, because there’s a delay
when you’re hit before you can
fire again (while you wince), and it
strikes at a quicker rate than you
can and takes a fair few hits to kill.

It's an absolute, totally
frustrating, completely wind-uppy

flying bast. It'Il get you more
uptight than, er... a very uptight
thing. | must admit it’s the first
time I've ever slapped my
monitor’s face.

gatekeepers

he gatekeepers guard
I the end of each sub-

level. To get past them
you need to use your gate-
key, then copy the sequence
of notes the gatekeeper
chants with your joypad.
These start off as three-note
punky powerchords and
gradually evolve into full-
blown Mozart symphonies as
you progress through the
game. When the gatekeeper
explodes, he releases weapon
icons which allow you to
change from using weedy old
knives to axes, boomerangs,
fireballs and lots of other
death-dealing delights.
Gatekeepers are nothing but
scummy arms dealers, when
you think about it. They
should be called Kashoggis.

As soon as | saw the ‘twixt-levels
screen, as we old-timers call it, |
felt moved to shout: “Blimey,
Ghouls And Ghosts or what?”
Which is weird, because it doesn’t
look @anything.like.it«(Yes.it.does.
Ed.) The speed the baddies come
haring at you and the incredible
rate at which you can hurl your
knives (or axes o atever) also
reminds me of Gods. The graphics
are good and atmospheric, with
blood-spattered house walls and
great end of level basts.

Each level, or zone, consists of
two stages of combat, in which
you must free all the monks and
reach the end before the time
limit, and a cave in which you
have to kill the guardian. There are
only four zones in all, and the
layout of the levels is very simple -
there’s no puzzling your way
through-huge; convoluted levels
here. Instead, it’s the furious rate
of play that poses the challenge
and you certainly won't finish it in
a hurry.

My only complaint, and it's a
minor one, is that the whole point-
of the game is to amass points,

il N S 0 . o ¥
: e . and the high score table doesn’t
) save your scores. Blegh! Other

than that, it's schmert. [&

B oozZ325
Lirkrd

100000 A goodl,

heetie platformy,
er....thing.

Littered throughout the game
you'll find big sacks, and even
bigger chests. If you fire at the
sacks you'll usually find hatfuls of
‘name tags’ come pouring out, but
occasionally you'll get other
goodies. The chests, on the other
hand, are normally chocka with
points bonuses or mediaeval-type
power-ups — napalm, Uzis,
pictures of Vera Duckworth naked.
You know the kind of thing.

Z(®)IN

Graphics

Sound

Addictiveness

Playability

Out: December Price: £39.99
Publisher: Electronic Arts
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-L0C ... 0 .o 1400 i 4 Why pay full price for older titles?
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HALLEY WARS et 200 | 000 i We also buy games. £1.00 handling charge per game.
HOME ALONE . 2400 ....... 1400 . —— When you send us your games for part-exchange or sale

NDIANA JONES .. . ; 4 -
'lmm.,m G0l : 200 we are acting as your agent until they are sold.

LITTLE MERMAID ! N EC
MARBLE MADNESS 2 ! i

i Foi—iE—s ADVANCE ORDERS
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winter wonderiand

The outside sections of Home Alone form

Ever since dobbing his mum in

a sub-game boasting all the thrills of the
winter Olympics - you move between the
houses like Nanook of the North on your
trusty bobsled. Note that if you hit a
snowman, and send him ‘walking through
the air’, you can pick up some extra
goodies. You can find out which house
the robbers are turning over by hunting
down their swag-mobile.

Kor polf Eue

evasion, MARTII\I PO D has li\‘r&ho Vo

alofie™ Sad’l .)‘hess EE trifie

intruders. the B4 e
ol anuad 10 m

ome Alone is a puzzley arcade
- romp which bears more than a

passing resemblance to a public

information film on the dangers
of accidents in the home. You play
precocious brat Maccaulay Culkin
who's left to his own devices when his
long-suffering family manage to give
him the slip over Christmas. Then every
mummy’s nightmare comes true, when
the neighbourhood becomes the target
for a pair of burglars named Hank and
Marv. However, although our young
hero looks about as hard as Little Lord
Fauntleroy, he's actually a member of
the Charles Bronson Neighbour Watch
Scheme. Hence he takes the law into
his own hands and sets about
defending the street.

You have to knock up enough traps
and weapons to persuade the witless
robbers of the error of their ways. If
Hank and Marv strip a house of all its
valuables, they flood it and leave. If
they do this to every house then you’'ve

lost the game (along with your
standing in the community,
presumably).

nigh ey he

s

es to bed fully
ia auz. and weirad d,l'.l.»
?glhul" 1&;‘ "’,.‘ ..j 1

jico ana?. tthl...
A . .A' t wva usad—i i

household death
traps

N 111

tool up

The weapons in Home Alone are cobbled
together from everyday objects you find
lying around the home, such as ice cream
scoops, rubber bands and hairdryers. Then,
using the fab Computer Aided Design
package shown here, you can assemble up
to 22 different weapons of mass
destruction. So you can knock up a Pepper
Mortar, a Snowball Bazooka, a Lard Bayonet
or even a Sticky Back Plastic H-Bomb. It's
like a Blue Peter guide to anarchy and
murder! Best of all is that when you use
each type of weapon on the baddies you’'re
treated to an amusing sequence of them
undergoing great suffering - it should
satisfy the evil sadist in all of you.




a word from esther...
Poor Macaulay! A latchkey kid with no-
one to tell him when to go to bed, no one
to force him to have a bath and no-one to
make him eat his sprouts. It must be a
living hell. And look what these terrible
men have done here - hung him up on the
wall so that he has to squirm himself
free. It makes my blood boil, he’s such an
adorable, innocent, young man too.

How could anyone be so horrid to such a
gorgeous, golden-haired, angel-cake of a
boy? Oh dear, help me Pudsey, I've
started to lactate...

home
sweet
home

Patrolling your

neighbourhood is like

flipping through an old

copy of House And

Gardens - there are five
different homes, each

with their own style of

interior design and their

own peculiar hazards. The
Modern House is all hi-

tech chrome furniture with an
aggressive robotic maid running
about, the Colonial House is full
of olde worlde
charm but has
a resident
ghost, and the
Prefab Estate
House is wall-
to-wall lino
with an awful
shell-suited
dole boy
lurking
around.

FSCORE: 35_90&,
: 006"

Ooh, no! | really felt an urge to love this
game. It's got a lot of interesting and
original ideas, | enjoyed setting the traps,
and the DIY firepower was ace.
Somehow, however, between the
conception and the playing stage, a tinge
of mediocrity has crept into the game-
play. The smashing-looking screens you
can see dotted around these very pages
actually all seem very slow and two-
dimensional when you‘re in them. The
sledging sequence is another good idea
that turns out to be quite lame in reality
(the bit earlier on about ‘all the thrills of
the winter Olympics’ was a red herring |
threw in to keep you all on your toes). If
you’ve got more disposable income than
the Sultan of Brunei, it might be worth
splashing out on this cart just for its
originality. Otherwise maybe you should
wait until it comes out on rental. [H

The dirt
says hot, the labe
says not.,

ZON

Graphics

Addi

Playability

Out: Now Price: £39.99
Publisher: Sega
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%ﬁpose it'd be inewed
X above... and obviously
a one player against
Huter option and a two

«mmmmmg;mf JEN Y~

thmk of anythmg else
'd fnake it viewed from
* above and I'd include a
icouple of different types of game
o make the whole thing a bit
ore interesting. Er... the first
8 game w§u|d be standard nine

hich you simply have to
balls in the holes in
heir numbered order. I'd make
o-player game. For the
r game, I'd make it S0

‘to the next ‘level’.
I agree with the last blo|
- I'dmake it so that the Mega
1 Drive n%unated certain pockets
‘ ‘oceasiogaﬂy and that you’d have
to put ti@ ball in the nominated
pocket for extra points. Oh, and
‘d makeit so that you got points
for pottii!g the balls in the correct
‘order - although you would be
.+ able to pot them in any order if
*_you needed to. I'd also make it so
. that if you missed a pot, you lost a
- 'life’, of ‘g:lich you’d have maybe

' 10. Thatway, if you were really
- crap you'd never get off level one.
d Personally I'd bung in loads
of pictures of tasty chicks all
over the place, and | mean really

28 Se6a ZOhE

5

Ask yourself a Questl
a pool game on the M
go about it? Thought a

Data East.

tasty chicks. They'd be real babes.
Fantasy friends, animated in some
cases. You'd only get to see them

all by getting through the Ievéls. scong

And I'd have an extra sub- gam
too, called the ‘Trick Shot’ ga
How it would work would be as e

s if you were QOII'I

‘brlve, how wou YO
out it yet? Okay, then let's
have a multiple choice quiz entitled “How 1
Would Do A Mega Drive Pool Game”’. Your

to do E
I
i

A;B, C, and D are all correct —
So0 | mem 8 oy & SidePocket has all of these
£ kil iy “-’19--4 £ & feptures. But there’s one thing .

& you:need to know - Side Pocket is}

follows. There would be 19 ready
set up tables and you'd have to
pot all the balls on each with ONE
shot. Some would be straight-

forward. Some would be hard.
=% Some would seem {

s i

impossible, but they
wouldn’t be - even
though there would be
objects such as wine
glasses in the path of
the white ball.

Each time you
successfully completed
a new trick shot, part of
a juggled-up picture of
one of the dream babes
would be revealed on a
separate screen. The
idea would be that once
the trick shots were all
completed, you'd see

the whole picture (once the parts
had been unjuggled of course).
The babe would be naked,
needless to say, and she’d be
holding a very large... (Smp Ed.)

§ay

addictive, in a funny sort way
hat with the promlse o all

! of control you have over the
sdngle’ soon makes the whol
“thing frustrating rather than fun. -
. - Imagine if Steve Davies could
only turn in increments of ten
e e egrees. He wouldn‘t be a g
‘—"""'""'» ""W %..smillionaire sports personality, B

. Loatls of
. babes, loads of sound,
loatls of options but
net much fun,

would he? He'd be workin
Billingsgate fish market. $

it's got good sound and
it’s got about as much |
as a choc-ice in a micro

ZENE

:
:
¢

Graphics

Sound

Addictiveness

! Playability

OVERALL

Supplier: Shekhana (081)

o
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£ 3408565 Price: £39.99



YOUR GAMEPLAY DESERVES THE BEST!
PRESENTS

THE USA'S NO 1 BRAND

"GIZMO"™

* 2 DIAL -A - SPEED

AUTOFIRE CONTROLS.
* LIGHTUP BUTTONS
L.ED.'S
. % TURBOFIRE FOR
EACH BUTTON
* LEFT OR RIGHT

% FULL FUNCTION JOYSTICK
* INDEPENDANT BUTTONS WITH
4 AUTOFIRE

* AVAILABLE IN 5 COLOURS
PLUS NEW
SN GOENR "Cl.!ARVlEW"
JOYPAD
> "MAGNILIGHT" [ Jo] r,;:;;:,:',’rff.". L
: i gNlIJFr‘:gUTIIEOmDJUSTABLE SU PER NES o ! * SIMPLE FITTING NO

* SCREEN MAGNIFIES FROM 1.5 TO 3 TIMES. \"/:\|¥.\:{1- - TOOLS OR GLUE REQUIRED.

* SIMPLE FITTING. B 4 RENEWS OLD TATTY

* LIGHTS REQUIRE 1 PP3 BATTERY. NOWw!il | GAMEBOY LOOKS

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD COMPUTER STOCKISTS

BESSINGBY WAY, BRIDLINGTON, YO16 4SJ TEL:0262 602541FAX: 0262 400068



- On Safari

Chuck has to trog through four

levels of vertically-scrolling
prehistoric platform hell, each
with three sub-levels. All of these
different habitats are infested
with many a weird, exotic and
extinct creature. Get through all
of them and you're up for the final
confrontation with Terry the
Terrible Tyrannosaurus.

level 1

Chuck starts his quest on his
home patch - the swampland
jungle. Dinosaur eggs hatch out,
releasing vicious baby dinosaurs,
pterodactyls give hassle from the
air and seed pods hatch into
perambulating plants. An end of
level confrontation with a
stomping triceratops awaits.

huck Rock is a lovesick
caveman who is driven by a
primeval urge pulsating
beneath his leafy loin-cloth.
His missus, Ophelia, has been
half-inched by Stone Age
smoothie Gary Gritter, and Chuck
is determined to track her down
because he’s got no-one else to
wash his fig leaves.
Our Chuck is a fine figure of a
caveman — with his jutting jaw and

bloated belly, he looks like a
Neanderthal Bruce Forsyth after a
week-long binge on brontoburgers
and beer. But Chuck’s impressive
frontage isn't all flab. His stomach
muscles are like coiled springs
waiting to be released, harnessing
the power of the most awesome
weapon known to the prehistoric
era — the belly-butt! A quick stab at
button one unleashes the full fury
of Chuck’s steel-banded stomach,
usually despatching any foes in
his path with a single well-aimed
pelvic thrust.

Chuck is also surprisingly agile
for a chap of his bulk. His rock-
hopping leaps are quite
impressive, and he can execute a
pretty flamboyant flying cave-kick.
But despite this airborne agility,
our bulky buddy lacks speed
across the ground - the penalty for
having knuckles that drag on the
ground, no doubt.

Oh no! Here comes a grotesque,
knuckle-dragging mobile beer-belly
with neanderthal tendencies. Yes, it's
MARK HOLMES reviewing CHUCK
iecceel

ROCK on the Game Gear. Ai

level 2

Level two is set in underwater
caverns, the domain of ghostly
giant jellyfish, snappy lobsters and
monster swordfish. Chuck’s manic
doggy paddle is a joy to behold,
but he can only stay underwater
for a short time before drowning.
Watch out for the boss - a giant,
bubble-blowing blue plesiosaur.




The Ice Age has arrived, and
Chuck must negotiate the freezing
waters of underground ice
caverns. Watch out for falling
icicles, strange beasties encased
in blocks of ice sliding around and
snowball-throwing baby dinos. To
get to the next level, you'll have to
beat an enormous, snowball-
firing, vacuum-powered woolly
mammoth!

D e P T —

he's a rocker
Chuck Rock is instantly playable,
and once you've got the hang of
picking up rocks, belly-butting and
cave-kicking, you're away. None of
the puzzly bits are too difficult to
solve, so the frustration factor is
low, while the enjoyment factor is
high. The password system is also
a definite boon, enabling you to
bypass levels you've already
conquered — smart.

The graphics throughout the
whole game are pretty cool. Chuck
himself has been drawn in the
best cartoony-caricature style.
With his jutting jaw, protruding
paunch and ‘wot you lookin” at?”
expression he blows wimps like
Fred Flintstone and Captain
Caveman into the weeds. The

level 4

EAE eview

diverse nature of the wildlife our
caveman hero encounters on his
travels is also a definite plus. The
creatures get stranger and
stranger as you progress, so
you're always looking forward to
the next bunch of weird beasties.
The only drawback is the fact
that Chuck himself is no Linford
Christie, especially when he’s
carrying a massive rock, so if
you're into superfast sprites this is
not the game for you. However,
the idiosyncratic belly-butt and
smart visuals are enough to
elevate Chuck Rock
above the common
herd of platform
games. More
power to his

belly! &

Next up is the spooky prehistoric
boneyard. Skeletal and rotting-on-
the-bone creatures attack our
cunning caveman and dead dinos
hang from the walls. The weird,
floating fried eggs and red
carnivorous blobs that appear
from the floor are enough to put
the willies up the hardest of

caveman ninjas.

An above
average platform
game — great fum,

great belly.

Graphics

Sound

Addictiveness

Playability

. I EEEN

OVERALL

Out: Now Price: £24.99
Publisher: Sega
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untlerwraps

swords...

Ryle’s tool can be upgraded
to a magical sword like
Sword of Fire or Sword of
Earth. The magic effect
basically gives the sword
more attacking power to
vanquish his enemies.
Alternatively, he can

run away.

samurai sensation
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shopping... and other

puzz.es--- o : Yes, you can go shopping in thil‘l s
There are heaps of puzzles to dungeons... Landstalker! Ryle simply g S
be solved as well as hot, These babies are bloody picks up the desired object, - Important items, like swords

i ion i ; = i d magic potions, might be
pumping arcade action in huge in this game. There are takes it to the shopkeeper and .
this game. Who could ask for lots of strong monsters and and haggles over the price. hiding underneath something
anything more? nasty traps too. (I wonder if Ryle can shoplift else - they won't become

or bribe an adult to buy some V|S|ble_untll Ryle walks behind
cigarettes? Ed.) the object.

monster in my sega saga
backpack

step by step

Ilﬂ\lﬂlﬂllel' Climax

fllrmﬂl Mega Drive

Cart SIZe: 1emmbie

WI]E Fantasy Action RPG
ﬂlﬂ Now

Ilﬂl:ﬂ (Japan) ¥8,

seca 33



THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

 choice. We offer you our standard service and price (STD Column) to take advantage of

our excellent, fastand ‘ iab!e ail order facilities. For real bargains, why not join the Console Club (see below).

At DataGEM we beheve in
Mom thcn one urch

MEGADRIVE

TITLE CLUB STD
£88 ATTACK SUB 19993399
ABRAM'S BATT, TANK 29.9% 33.99
AFTERBURNER 1} 27.99 3095
A KIDD IN EN. CASTLE 16.99 1899
ALIEN 3 2999 33199
ALIEN STORM 27.9% 3095
ALISIA DRAGOON 2999 3399
ALTERED BEAST 2799 3095
ARNOLD PALMER GOLF - 27.99 3035
ARROW FLASH 2799 3095
ART ALIVE 2499 2799
A SENNASSM GP 1 2799 3095
BACK TO THE FUTURE ill 3099 3399 .
BATMAN - CAPED CR, 2799 3095
BATTLE SQUADRON 2999 3199
BLOCKOUT 27,99 3095
BONANZA BROTHERS 2799 3095
BUCK ROGERS 37.99 4459
BUDOKAN 2999 3399
BULLS VS LAKERS 2999 33199
BURNING FORCE 27.99 3095
CALIFORNIA GAMES 299% 3399
CENTURION 2799 3095
CHUCK ROCK 2999 3399
COLUMNS 2799 309%
CRACKDOWN 27.99 3095
CYBERBALL 2759 3095
DARK CASTLE 2999 3399
D. ROBINSON'S S CRT 29.99 3399
DE-CAP ATTACK 2799 3095
DESERT STRIKE 29.99 3399
DICK TRACEY 2999 339%
D} BOY 27.99 3095
DOUBLE DRAGON | 2499 279%
DRAGON'S FURY 2999 3199
DYNAMITE DUKE 27,99 3095
EA HOCKEY - 2999 31399
ESWAT 2799 3035
EURQ, ‘CLUB SOCEER 29.99 3399
E. HOLYFIELD BOXING 2999 3399
F-22 INTERCEPTOR 2999 3199
FAERY TALE 2999 3399
FANTASIA 2999 33199
FATAL LABYRINTH 2499 2759
FATAL REWIND 2999 33399
FIRE SHARK 29.99 33199
FLICKY 2499 2799
FORGOTTEN WORLDS 27599 3095
GAIN GROUND 27.99 30385
GALAXY FORCE 2999 3399
GHOSTBUSTERS 17,99 3095
GHOULS & GHOSTS 3799 4199
GOLDEN AXE 2799 3098
GOLDEN AXE 2 2999 3399
GREEN DOG 2799 3095
GYNOUG 2999 3399
HARD DRIVIN 29.99 3399
HARDBALL 2999 3399
HEADBANGERS BALL 29.99 33199
HELL FIRE 2799 3095
HERZOG ;WEI 2799 3095
ISHIDO 2799 3095
IT CAME FROM DESERT ~ 29.99 3399
J. ‘BUSTER' DOUGLAS 2799 3095
JAMES POND 299% 3399
JEWEL MASTER 27.99 30895
JOE MONTANA FBALL 27.99 3095
JOE MONTANA i 2999 3359
JOHN MADDEN'S FBALL 2999 3399
JORDAN VS BIRD 2999 3399
KiD CHAMELEON 27.9% 3095
KILLUNG GAME SHOW 2999 3399
KINGS BOUNTY 2799 3098
KLAX 17.99 3085
LAKERS V CELTICS 29.9% 33199
LAST BATTLE 1699 1899
MARBLE MADNESS 2999 3399
MARIO LEMIEUX HOCKEY 29.99 3399
MEGA GAMES | 29.99 3199
MERCS 2999 33199
MICKEY MOUSE 2999 3199%
MIDNIGHT RESISTANCE ~ 29.99 3359
MIGHT AND MAGIC 3799 4499
M. DITKA'S AM. FBALL 27.9% 3095
MOONWALKER 2799 3095
MYSTIC DEFENDER 27.99 309%
OLYMPIC GOLD 29.99 33199
ONSLAUGHT 2959 3399
QUTRUN 29.99 3139%%
PACMANIA 2989 3399

MEGADRNE :

TITLE - CLUB STD
PAPERBOY <3099 3359
PGA TOUR GOLF 29.95 3359
PHANTASY STAR 1] 37.9% 44539
PHANTASY STAR Hif 3799 4499
PHELIOUS = £27.99 3095
PIT FIGHTER 3799 4499
POPULOUS 29.99 3399
QUACKSHOT - D. DUCK  29.99 3359
RAMEO iif 2499 2799
REVENGE OF SHINOB)  27.99 3095
RINGS OF POWER 37.99 4459
ROAD RASH 29.99 3399
ROBOCOD 29.99 3399
SHADOW DANCER 27.99 3095
SHADOW OF BEAST 1499 4185
SHINING IN DARKNESS  37.99 4499
SIMPSONS 3099 3339
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG  27.99 3095
SPACE HARRIER Il 1699 1899
SPEEDBALL 2 2999 3399
SPEEDBALL 2 29.99 1399
SPIDERMAN 29.99 3399
SPLATTERHOUSE 2 27.99 3095
STAR CONTROL 2999 3399
STARFLIGHT 3759 4499
STREETS OF RAGE 27.99 3095
STRIDER : 3799 4199
SUPER HANG ON 1699 1899
SUPER HYDLIDE 29.99 3399
SUPER LEAGUE B'BALL 2799 3095
SUPER MONACO GP.  27.99 3095
SUPER OFF ROAD 2499 27,959
SUPER REAL BBALL 2799 3095
SUPER THUNDERBLADE 1699 1899
SWORD OF SODAN 29.99 3399
TALMITS ADVENTURE  29.99 3399
TAZMANIA 29.99 3399
TEAM USA BASKETBALL ~ 29.99 3399
TECHNOCOP 29.99 3399
TERMINATOR 2999 3399
TEST DRIVE # 27.99 3095
THE IMMORTAL 3799 41.99
THUNDERFORCE #l 2799 3095
THUNDERFORCE it 2845 3145
TOE JAM AND EARL 29.99 3399
TOKI : 29.99 3399
TRUXTON 27,99 3035
TURBO QUTRUN 27.99 3095
TURRICAN 29.99 3399
TWIN HAWK 27.99 3095
WARRIORS OF £. SUN 37.99 4499
WHERE IN TIME IS C'MEN  37.99 4459
WINTER CHALLENGE 27.99 3095

WONDERBOY Hil-M. LAIR  27.99 3095
WBQY IN M'STER WORLD 37.99 4499

WORLD CUP SOCCER 16,99 18.5%
WRESTLE WARS 27.99 3055
XENON 1 - MEGABLAST  29.99 3399
ZANY GOLF 1699 1899
ZERO WING 2999 3399
Z00M 2499 279%

DataGEM was established in
1982 and has thousands of
satisfied customers in the

Amiga, Atari and PC markets.

GAME GEAR

TITLE CLUB STD
AERIAL ASSAULT 23.99 26.99
AX BATTLER 24.99 27.99
A.SENNA'SSM GP Il 2399 2699
CHESS MASTER 2399 26.99
COLUMNS 16.99 18.99
CRYSTAL WARRIORS 2499 27.99
DEVILISH 19.99 22.99
DONALD DUCK 2499 27.99
DRAGON CRYSTAL 19.99 22.99
FACTORY PANIC 19.99 22.99
FANTASY ZONE 23.99 26.99
FROGGER 16.99 18.99
G-LOC 19.99 22.99
GOLDEN AXE 19.99 22.99
HALLEY WARS 19.99 22.99
JOE MONTANA F'BALL 19.99 22.99
LEADERBOARD GOLF 19.99 22.99
MARBLE MADNESS 23.99 2699
MICKEY MOUSE 19.99 2299
NINJA GAIDEN 19.99 22.99
OLYMPIC GOLD 2399 26.99
QUTRUN 19.99 22,99
PAPERBOY 2399 2699
PENGO 1699 1899
POPILS 23.99 26.99
PSYCHIC WORLD 16.99 18.99
PUTT & PUTTER 16.99 18.99
SHINOBI 19.99 22,99
SLIDER 19.99 22.9%
SOLITAIRE POKER 19.99 22.99
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 2499 27.99
SPACE HARRIER 19.99 22.99
SPIDERMAN 2399 26.99
SUPER KICK OFF 2499 27.99
SUPER MONACO G.P. 16.99 18.99
WIMBLEDON TENNIS 23.99 26.99
WONDERBOY 16.99 18.99
WONDERBOY-DR.TRAP 2499 2799
WOQODY POP 16.99 18.9%

125.95 (STD) 119.99 (CLUB)

ACCESSORIES  CLUB STD
PYTHON 3 joystick (M/D) 925 10,00
ARCADE Powerstick (M/D} 32.50 3399
QUICKSHOT INTRUDER 3 21.00 22.50
COMPPRO PAD (M/D)  13.50 1425

NSO[E

Console yourself with the
special low prices available
only to club members!

How to join

'3
M q S Just add £5.90 to
\ o
e your first order and
Membership benefits  benefit immediately
Special low prices for all games. ﬂ-om the special
No surcharges - however you choose to order. )
Valid for | year from date of first purchase. low Club PﬂCeS.

' asémemberatourmcm&bledubpncesondyou‘vemadean instant profit..

071-608-0624




ten things you

won't see...

© Traffic jams

@ Sunday drivers

© Car parks

@ Reliant Robins

©® Any nice men from the AA
O Trainspotters

@ Police patrols
© Zebra crossings
© Speeding fines
{® Crap graphics

s

ten things you

will see...
() Pile-ups

@ Flendlsh drivers
@ Dirt tracks

b Big trucks

() Power-ups

() Babes

@ Speeding vehicles
() Water hazards

¢) Cash rewards

@) Brill graphics

Almest
as much fun as

the bumper ear ride at

Blackpool.

Graphics

Sound

Addictiveness

Playability

g

Out: Now Price: ftba
Publisher: Virgin
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a whirl on the Mega Drive.
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- Lotus aren’t too keen ytd have their

helps the game a lot and stops
you banging your fist on the table.

Yes this game is addictive. The
first few levels may seem a bit
easy, but believe me it can be very
frustrating. The time limits are so,
so tight, you'll find yourself
coming back for more simply for
the satisfaction of beating that
nasty time limit. Sometimes you'll
ind yourself so close to the
gckpoint you can almost touch

Perseverance (and

The playability is the game'’s
strongest feature, and it's vurtually

[ the on hing that stops this_
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SO is it a
Ferrari or a
Skoda?

So howdoes it stand up to other
Mega Drive-ing games? Well it's
not the best, and it’s not perfect
technically, but it’s still a good
game. Especially in two-player
mode. Beating an opponent to the
tape is immensely satisfying.

If you like your games
graphically superb, this won't
really disappoint you. It has
enough special effects to warrant
buying it. There are other driving
games that are better, such as
Super Monaco GP 2, which is
great for real thrill-seekers, but
this can hold its own when it
comes to using imagination, and
will appeal to those who like to
see something new. Add to this
two-player frolics and everything
suddenly seems brighter. The
inclusion of two of the sexiest cars
on the road, seen by some people
as dream cars, has to be a major
plus point.

The addition of music whilst
playing would’ve really made a
big difference, as the in-game
sound is the game’s worst point -
it really is bad. The Mega Drive’s
potential hasn’t been fully utilised,
which is a shame as it could've
been better. Definitely not the
best driving game, but not the
worst either. | would recommend

that you try before you buy. E

Good, but net
that goodl. Try before
you buy.
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en Acclaim sent
ALIEN 3 on the
me Gear, we had
idea who could
iew it. “Let me do
" begged MARTIN
ND, “I loved that
on film, especially
en they find him
by the river, but
es him better!”
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soppy old
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rock-hard female sprite.
The Ripley sprite in Alien 3is a
totally different kettle of ;
though. Not for her the Laura
Ashley frocks and a life of making
jam and knitting — she’s more
Bodicea than Felicity Kendal.
c, but then I've
always l've always been a sucker
for a shaven head, combat
fatigues and a tattoo. (You're
chucked. Martin’s Chick.)
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huggers

Certain rooms in the labyrinths of

the base have been used as

nurseries by the mummy

xenomorphs and are chock-a-block

full of farm fresh, free range alien

eggs. Get too close to one of these

pods and it launches out an

adorable baby alien which scuttles

about like it was going out of

fashion. However, before you start

getting all maternal about the

cheeky young scamp, you should bear in mind that, given half the
chance, it will attach itself to your head. If you've ever had a spot,
you probably have an inkling of how distressing it can be if you
get an unsightly, face-hugging alien before a big date.
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fetish

Probe, the developers, have
achieved a horrible feeling of
confinement as you clamber
about the labyrinthine
airducts, so this might not be
the best game for
claustrophobics. You can only
see as far as the next bend,
and horrid surprises lurk in
every shadowy recess.

Luckily, Ripley comes ‘ £29.99

equipped with a marvellous
baddie diviner — a bottom-of-

If you subscribe to Which Assault Rifle?, if you like to relax at home
in full camoflage, and if people often say of you “l don’t understand
- he was such a quiet lad, he’d never hurt a fly”, you're just going
to go bonkers over the hardware in Alien 3. The various weapons
all have different pros and cons, so it’s not just a question of
selecting the biggest, most phallic one, and the whole thing’s very
realistically done.

You're able to shoot in any direction (just like real people with
joints can!) and you can also fire either up or down when you're
standing on a ladder, or left or right when you're crawling through
a tunnel. The down side of this realism is that each weapon only
has a limited number of shots, so a certain amount of prudent
stock control is required.

O pulse rifle

A rapid fire weapon with a rapid response time and a reassuringly
large magazine. The best weapon for getting served first in the
pub, but unfortunately you’ll need quite a sustained burst to finish
off an alien.

¢ bazooka

With the risk of catching some shrapnel if used in enclosed spaces,
and a rate of fire similar to that of a musket, this weapon initially
seems less than ideal. However, it is the most potent item in your
armoury and it’s all but guaranteed to take all the fight out of an
oncoming alien. It’s also good for blowing up the automatic doors,
which is immensely satisfying and makes you look really flash too.

€® flamethrower

Ideal for a range of DIY chores around the home including stripping
paint, toasting xenomorphs and reducing face-huggers to piles of
smoking soot. Limited range, but the marvellous hissing noise and
the diverging fan effect of the flames make it the weapon of choice
for crap shots and pyromaniacs everywhere.

O hand grenade

Uh-oh - this one’s a bit of a ‘You’ll never take me alive, copper,’ last
resort sort of weapon. Each grenade tends to bounce off walls and
floors like a veritable rubber ball, and has an unerving habit of

the-range motion tracker which will detect anything moving in your near
vicinity. So although stationary aliens fool the system, as soon as one as
much as yawns, an evil murderous-looking dot appears on the screen.

With its detailed animation and more of a strategy element than your
average platform shoot ‘em up, Alien 3 looks set to be a bit of a popular
hit with the kids. (Especially the weirdo ones with a gun fetish.) Look out
for a full review next issue.

coming to rest at your feet. Still, the chances of being blown into
tiny, bite-sized Ripley pieces are very much reduced with some
careful positioning, and you can lob them through open hatches to
clear a room below, without having to make a personal visit.
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win hundreds of speedking jo

elsh peripherals giant
Konix has been churning
out innovative and radical
designs for years. It does
loads of Sega stuff -
joysticks, adaptors, battery packs and
screen magnifiers. Every model is a
miracle of ergonomic styling, as you'll
know if you've ever used one of them.
Konix has given us a load of goodies

to pass on to you. The company couldn’t

decide exactly how many prizes to give
us, so we counted the number of sheep
visible from their storeroom window
and hit upon the figure of 108 joysticks.
Then ten were worried by a passing
pitbull and ran off, hence the figure ten

for the battery packs. Check these out...

54 Speedking Master
System and 54 Mega
Drive Joysticks

Konix doesn't just throw its periph-
erals together, you know - each one is
the product of years of extensive
waggling, research and user trials.
Konix redesigned the joypad from
scratch, arriving at these radical, new
concept sticks. They fit snugly in the
left hand, with the buttons
conveniently placed by your fingers,
leaving your right hand free to control
the steel-shafted, non-slip knob. it’s
just like an extension of your body.
What's more, all the Speedking models
have been tested to destruction by
teams of hyperactive children fed on
M&Ms and Tizer, ensuring that every
one of the high specification micro-
switches has been flicked at least one
million times each. No wonder the
Speedking range has sold three million
units worldwidel

10 Game Gear Re-
Chargeable Battery
Packs

No more running your Game Gear off
that JCB generator - now there's a
quieter way to play your favourite
carts when you’re miles from the
electric grid, without forking out for
new batteries every five minutes. Yes,
you can play your Game Gear for over
two and a half hours until the screen is
fading. Then you plug it into the mains
and, by a mystical process, magic Ju
Ju is sucked into the batteries, revital-
ising them. (Liar. Ed.) Anyway, you can
recharge them again and again, until
you eventually grow old and die.

tell me
how 1 win

All you have to do to get your hands on
one of these big money prizes is answer

the simple questions printed on the right.

now what?

Sussed out which answers are the right
ones? Now pick up Mr Bell’s finest
invention and dial 0839 121151. Listen
carefully to the message and give the
answers in your clearest telephone
voice. Then all you have to do is leave
you name and address and state
whether you would like to receive a
Mega Drive Speedking, a Master System
Speedking or a Game Gear rechargeable
battery pack if you win.

*okay, 108 to be precise

questions

Which of the
following innovative
designs found most
success on transport
networks in the 20th
century? Is it?
A The Hindenberg.
B The Tacoma Bridge.
C The Train a Grande
Vitesse (TGV for short).

Which of the
following novel
approaches to age-
old engineering problems
was made possible
through the study of
ergonomics and wind-
tunnel testing? Was it?
A Sanitary towels with
wings.
B That pushbike that got
the gold in the Olympics.
C The round teabag.

Which of the
following is the best
example of man and
machine in perfect
harmony? Is 1t?
A Mr Bean and his Mini.
B That bit in Some Mothers
Do “Ave "Em where Frank is
putting up a deckchair.
C You and the Konix




sticks®* and battery packs too!

*Don't forget that calls will cost you
36p per minute cheap rate and 48p per
minute at ‘Get-off-the-phone-don‘t-you-
know-it's-peak?’ rate.

*Entries must be phoned in before
Tuesday, December 15 1992.

*Employees of Dennis Publishing and
Konix will have to find other ways to
enjoy a good waggle, ‘cos they cant

enter this compo.

*The Ed’s decision is completely
and utterly final. (So there.)
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ot so long ago, people

thought that Space

Invaders was the

ultimate in
technological innovation.
Those same people still boil
their smalls in a large
saucepan, push hoops around
with a stick in the mistaken
belief that they’re having fun,
and wear trainers that don’t
have large tongues poking out
at odd